CHAPTER  XVIII.
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REFORMS      INSTITUTED      BY     SIR     SALAR    JUNG

PERIOD   1853-83

IN order to understand the value and nature of the
service rendered to the Hyderabad State by the
Nawab Salar Jung, it is necessary to glance at
the administration  of  the   State  as it was when he
became Prime Minister.

As we look back to the year when Salar Jung assumed
the reins of Government, and compare the administration
of the State in 1853 to thirty years later, it seems more
like looking back several centuries than merely three
decades, so great was the progress wrought by his genius
for organization. In fact, as we become acquainted with
some of the details of the administration of those days,
especially in the Mofussil, it reads more like a tale from
the Arabian Nights than a statement of facts that occurred

within the last fifty years.
Owing to the chaotic state of government in Hyderabad,

it was evident to all that things were in a very grave
and critical condition when the Nawab Salar Jung, like
the Deus ex machina, appeared on the scene enaction.
Drastic reforms of a very extensive nature were impera-
tive, but the difficulty was to know at which end the
tangled skein should be unravelled. Hyderabad, the
capital, was by no means abreast of the times, and, in the
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